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Confetti, Culture & Civic Pride: Plaza Central Project Launches Amid Day-Long 
Festival 

Second Annual ‘Downtown Dreamin’’ Celebration Previews New Look for Public to Enjoy in San 
Diego Civic Center Area 

 
SAN DIEGO – Oct. 9, 2025 – Today the Downtown San Diego Partnership, Mayor Gloria, City 
Councilmembers, the Prebys Foundation, and U3 Advisors held a public celebration to launch 
Plaza Central — a new activation project in Civic Center Plaza.  

Confetti cannons, bubble machines, roller skaters, music and street tacos ushered in the project 
launch, which also served as the kick off for Downtown Dreamin’, a full-day celebration 
showcasing Downtown’s creativity, culture, and community.  

“This bold new direction is a people-centered approach built for San Diegans and reimagines 
the heart of Downtown as a vibrant, welcoming, cultural crossroads. To help showcase that 
Civic Center Plaza can, and will be, a wonderful and vibrant space, we’re excited to host our 
second annual Downtown Dreamin’: Spaces Reimagined event here today in Civic Center 
Plaza,” said Betsy Brennan, President & CEO of the Downtown San Diego Partnership. “This 
one-day, pop-up celebration of art, music, food, and community will be full of curated 
experiences to help you explore what is possible in Downtown San Diego.” 

The Plaza Central activation features lasting elements that are designed to help the community 
reimagine the Civic Center as a welcoming community hub. 

“With this injection of new energy, we are demonstrating local collaboration can reinvigorate 
the civic concourse as a gathering place for all San Diegans,” said Council President Joe LaCava. 
“Public spaces provide great value and at the front door to City Hall, this activation reflects our 
support of art, civic engagement, and transformative community partnerships.” 

The community can look forward to the Plaza Central activation continuing to bring vibrancy 
and color to the area for the next several months.  

“There is so much energy Downtown today with new apartments, restaurants, parks, museums, 
and more,” said Councilmember Stephen Whitburn, who represents Downtown. “Activating the 
Civic Center Plaza shows how we can use our public spaces to make this area even more vibrant 
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for everyone who lives, works, and visits here. I thank the Downtown San Diego Partnership for 
inspiring us with Downtown Dreamin’!’” 

The activation’s ongoing components include: 

• Live music and cultural performances 
• Yard games and shaded seating 
• Food vendors and local eats 
• A vibrant gathering space for city employees, residents, and visitors 

The Plaza Central project is designed to bring life to the Civic Center, create a dynamic venue 
that reflects San Diego’s culture and diversity, and elevate perceptions around this part of the 
urban core. 

“Plaza Central is a glimpse of what’s possible when we invest in the heart of our city," said 
Grant Oliphant, President and CEO of the Prebys Foundation. "With continued partnership and 
community support, this space can grow into a true civic centerpiece — a Downtown that 
reflects San Diego’s people and fosters a deep sense of belonging.” 

This project marks a pivotal step toward reclaiming Civic Center Plaza as the heart of Downtown 
San Diego. With everyday amenities and cultural programming, Plaza Central demonstrates 
how public spaces can drive connection, pride, and possibility in the city. 

The event unfolded amid the backdrop of the second-annual Downtown Dreamin’ event. From 
Noon to 8PM, the area outside City Hall is transformed into a one-day, 21+, pop-up festival of 
art, music, and food.  

The second-annual event is organized through the Downtown San Diego Partnership’s Public 
Spaces Foundation and is designed to reimagine one of the city’s most recognizable civic 
spaces, turning it into a playground featuring some of San Diego’s best bites, sips, and artists in 
an unexpected venue — all to showcase what’s possible through investment to create great 
public spaces. 

Attendees enjoy:  

• Curated drinks from San Diego’s craft cocktail and brewery scene 
• Local restaurants serving up signature flavors 
• Live music, DJs, and immersive art installations that bring the plaza to life 
• A coworking area for those who want to mix business with pleasure 
• Included drinks and swag depending on when you visit 

Event photos are available here. 

### 
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The Downtown San Diego Partnership is a nonprofit organization that serves as the principal 
voice and driving force behind the economic and cultural prosperity of Downtown San Diego 
through membership, advocacy, enhanced services, and community investment. It also serves as 
the managing organization for several special districts including the Property and Business 
Improvement District, otherwise known as the Clean & Safe program, which provides enhanced 
public services in 285 blocks of Downtown. For more information, visit downtownsandiego.org. 
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