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DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO PARTNERSHIP ANNOUNCES NEW BOARD SLATE FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2025, WELCOMES HOSPITALITY LEADER DOUG KORN AS CHAIR 

 
New Executive Board Members Represent Diverse Mix of Leaders Committed to Advancing 

Downtown San Diego 
 

SAN DIEGO – Aug. 1, 2025 – The Downtown San Diego Partnership officially announces the 
appointment of its Executive Board for Fiscal Year 2025-2026, with longtime Downtown leader 
Doug Korn, stepping into the role of Chair. 
 
“During my time in the hospitality industry, I have found that real impact happens when leaders 
step outside their immediate business operations and engage in the broader civic 
conversation,” said Doug Korn, General Manager of The US Grant, A Luxury Collection Hotel. 
“I have seen the deep commitments to the people and places where you do business modeled 
by both our ownership group, The Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation, and management with 
the Marriott International organization. And it’s that same ethos that inspired me to pursue this 
role.”  
 
With more than two decades of experience in the Downtown market and a strong record of 
civic and community engagement, Korn brings a deep understanding of the opportunities and 
momentum shaping the city’s urban core and their impact on the Downtown San Diego 
Partnership to this leadership role. Prior to leading the team at The US Grant, he spent six years 
as the General Manager for The Westin Gaslamp Quarter, San Diego, and held General 
Manager positions at hotels in Rancho Bernardo and La Jolla. His leadership experience also 
includes 15 years in various roles at the San Diego County Lodging Association, serving as the 
Current Chair of the Marriott Business Council (leading more than 60 Marriott branded hotels in 
San Diego County with building the Marriott Culture), and serving as a member of the 
Downtown San Diego Partnership’s Clean & Safe Advisory Board for 10 years (most recently 
holding the role of Chair).  
 
“Working with the Downtown San Diego Partnership has helped me connect the dots between 
community needs, local leadership, and my work in the hospitality sector. And it is clear we are 
entering an exciting era of opportunity for Downtown San Diego. One that feels closer to 
exciting and dramatic change than I have ever experienced in my 23 years in this market.” 
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As Board Chair, Korn hopes to continue to strengthen the organization’s role as a conduit for 
cross-sector collaboration, deliver on the areas of growth and efficiency identified for the next 
ten-year term of the Clean & Safe program that began on July 1, and further Downtown’s 
evolution into “America’s Outdoor Downtown,” a truly 24-hour city where people want to 
connect, create, and live. 
 
“Doug has long been a leader within the Downtown Partnership and our urban 
neighborhoods,” said Betsy Brennan, President & CEO of the Downtown San Diego 
Partnership. “He has shown a tremendous depth of care for the future of Downtown, both in 
his service on our Clean & Safe Advisory Board and as an active participant on behalf of our 
Downtown ratepayers. We look forward to seeing the positive impact his expertise will have on 
the organization’s work to make Downtown a place that is so engaging and enjoyable for our 
residents and businesses that it will be just as welcoming and vibrant for our visitors and 
guests.” 
 
The fiscal year’s full officer slate continues to offer their strength and expertise to the 
organization’s governance. Assuming the role of Immediate Past Chair is Phil Rath, Principal at 
Rath Public Affairs. Continuing to serve is Diana Puetz, Vice President of Public Affairs at San 
Diego Padres, as Vice Chair; Michele Vives, President at Douglas Wilson Companies, as 
Treasurer; and Pamela Gabriel, Senior Vice President; Market Executive for San Diego at Bank 
of America, as Secretary. 
 

In addition to the new board officers, the organization’s full executive board includes:  

• Marshall Anderson, Partner, California Strategies 
• Ashley Chamberlayne, General Counsel, BOSA Development 
• Scott Crider, President, San Diego Gas & Electric 
• Steve Cushman, President, Cush Enterprises 
• Brian Fish, Shareholder, Buchalter 
• Howard Greenberg, Partner and President, Trilogy Real Estate Management 
• Chanelle Hawken, Market Vice President, Cox Communications 
• Keith B. Jones, Executive Chairman & Owner, Ace Parking 
• James Lawson, President, Pacific Public Affairs 
• Mero Marmé, Partner, Dentons US 
• Monica Montano, Director of Government & Community Relations, Scripps Health 
• Margie Newman Tsay, Founding Partner, Intesa Communications Group 
• Justine Nielsen, Senior Vice President of Development, IQHQ 
• Sumeet Parekh, Managing Partner, HP Investors 
• John Parker, Vice President of Administrative Services, San Diego City College 
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• Daniel Reeves, President, Juniper Strategic Advisory 
• Chuck Reiter, Senior Vice President, CBRE 
• Heather Riley, Partner, Allen Matkins 
• Brent Schertzer, Managing Director, Holland Partner Group 
• Ray Varela, President and Design Principal, Carrier Johnson + CULTURE 
• Melanie Woods, Vice President of Local Public Affairs, California Apartment Association 

This new leadership brings a wide range of experience across industries and will help guide the 
Downtown Partnership’s efforts to promote an economically prosperous and culturally vibrant 
Downtown San Diego. 

The full fiscal year 2025-2026 Board of Directors is available here. 

 

### 
 
The Downtown San Diego Partnership is a nonprofit organization that serves as the principal 
voice and driving force behind the economic and cultural prosperity of Downtown San Diego 
through membership, advocacy, enhanced services, and community investment. It also serves as 
the managing organization for several special districts including the Property and Business 
Improvement District, otherwise known as the Clean & Safe program, which provides enhanced 
public services in 285 blocks of Downtown. For more information, visit downtownsandiego.org. 

 

 

https://downtownsandiego.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Board-Roster-25-26-1.pdf
http://www.downtownsandiego.org/
http://www.downtownsandiego.org/

