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DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO PARTNERSHIP’S 2025 CREATE THE FUTURE AWARD RECOGNIZES
AWARDEES AND MEETS ON-SITE FUNDRAISING GOAL

Annual Awards Program recognizes those driving the exciting trajectory of Downtown San Diego
with addition of fundraiser to enhance quality of life

SAN DIEGO — March 13, 2025 — The 2025 Create the Future Awards brought together civic
leaders, changemakers, and visionaries to celebrate the spirit of a Downtown community
committed to progress. Presented by title sponsor U.S. Bank, the annual awards program
honored those who continue to go above and beyond in their dedication to creating an
economically prosperous and culturally vibrant Downtown.

This year’s awards not only recognized exceptional contributions to urban development and
innovation but also played a key role in advancing the organization’s efforts to enhance quality
of life and drive meaningful change through philanthropic support of the Downtown San Diego
Partnership Foundation.

A key highlight of the evening was the premiere of a powerful short film, produced by Intesa
Communications and Uptown 11 Studios, that brought the DSDP Foundation’s impact to life—
showcasing the Downtown Partnership unhoused care team’s impactful work connecting
people to stability, resources, and housing. The night also featured a successful on-site
fundraiser in support of the DSDP Foundation’s ongoing initiatives. Guests exceeded the on-site
fundraising goal of $10,000, with each donation earning a chance to win prizes through an
opportunity drawing.

Awards were presented to the following recipients in each category:

e The Grow Urban Sustainability Award, sponsored by Republic Services, was presented
to the Port of San Diego Sustainability and Enviornmental Stewardship Initiatives for
redefining what it means to integrate environmental responsibility with economic
vitality by adding another world-class park to the Downtown waterfront, further
strengthening the connection between the bay, its coastal communities, and the urban
core.

e The Small Business Impact Award, sponsored by SDG&E, was presented to FeeLIT
Records for positively impacting our urban center through creating a welcoming space
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that fosters creativity, supports local artists, welcomes pSANNDE !E
neighboring businesses, and serves as a cultural hub,
enhancing the distinctive character of Downtown San Diego.

e The Government Partner of the Year Award, sponsored by Ace Parking, was presented
to San Diego County District Attorney, Summer Stephan, for driving the progress
Downtown has experienced over the past year including the successful implementation
of Prop 36, launching the Shelter Ready App, and advancing the Downtown Safety Plan.

e The Cultural Vitality Award, sponsored by Karen and Jeff Silberman, was presented to
the Bay to Park Paseo project for transforming the connection between San Diego Bay
and Balboa Park through tactical urbanism and design thinking.

e The Jim Dawe Humanitarian Award, sponsored by the San Diego Housing Fund and the
Regional Task Force on Homelessness, was presented to President and CEO of Serving
Seniors, Paul Downey, for his leadership and advocacy work in enriching the lives of
low-income adults aged 60 and over.

e The Create the Future Award, sponsored by Rudolph and Sletten, was presented to the
San Diego Symphony Jacobs Music Center, for its recent revitalization that not only
honors its storied past but reaffirms its legacy as a beacon of cultural vitality, ensuring
that the arts will continue to thrive and inspire in the heart of Downtown San Diego.

e The Founders Award, sponsored by Scripps, was presented to Nikki Clay for her
decades of visionary leadership and service that helped shape San Diego’s civic identity
and championed progress throughout Downtown, including the creation of the Clean &
Safe program, which remains a cornerstone of the Downtown Partnership.
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Please click here to view the Create the Future Awards program for more information about
each awardee, sponsors, and more.

To learn more about the Downtown Partnership, visit downtownsandiego.org.
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The Downtown San Diego Partnership is a nonprofit organization that serves as the principal
voice and driving force behind the economic and cultural prosperity of Downtown San Diego
through membership, advocacy, enhanced services, and community investment. It also serves as
the managing organization for several special districts including the Property and Business
Improvement District, otherwise known as the Clean & Safe program, which provides enhanced
public services in 275 blocks of Downtown. For more information, visit downtownsandieqgo.orgq.
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