
CORTEZ
Stroll along jacaranda-lined streets in the serenity of Downtown’s “suburb on a 
hill.” Named after the famous El Cortez Hotel, this is one of Downtown’s oldest 
residential neighborhoods, it boasts beautiful views of the San Diego Bay and is a 
short walk to Balboa Park.

GASLAMP QUARTER
Immerse yourself in San Diego’s most popular dining and entertainment district. 
Admire the Victorian architecture, dine at restaurants that boast world renowned 
chefs, shop at unique boutiques, and dance the night away at trendy hot spots.

Gaslamp.org

CITY CENTER
A hub of business activity, civic pride and neighborhood life, City Center is the 
heart of Downtown. It’s also the home to many of Downtown’s most well-known 
theaters including Civic Theater, Symphony Hall and Balboa Theater.

CityCenterSD.org

LITTLE ITALY
Once home to a thriving fishing industry, Little Italy is now a cultural gem, offering 
a vibrant array of divine restaurants, sprawling markets and people watching 
spots. The charm of Little Italy is characterized by its welcoming feel. 

LittleItalySD.com

EAST VILLAGE
East Village has been hand-crafted by entrepreneurs, makers, and artists who are 
transforming this area into an urban playground of hip bars, boutique galleries 
and trendy restaurants.

EastVillageSanDiego.com

COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
With a prime location along Downtown’s waterfront, the Columbia District is home 
to the area’s finest art, historic architecture and urban transportation—a place 
where you can fully experience the Downtown San Diego lifestyle. 

MARINA
Marina is full of culture, family-friendly spaces, tree-lined streets and public art. 
It is also the home to the Asian Pacific Thematic Historic District along Third 
Avenue, The New Children’s Museum and Martin Luther King Jr Promenade.

EXPLORE DOWNTOWN’S 
UNIQUE NEIGHBORHOODS
Want to make the most of your time in 
Downtown San Diego? We have seven unique 
neighborhoods to explore, each offering a 
different vibe and experience. Check out the 
map on the reverse side to find these must- 
see spots!

For even more fun things to do in San Diego, 
visit sandiego.org

Live Music
Whether you’re in the mood 
for classical music or hip-
hop, Downtown is the perfect 
place for you to experience 
live performances. 

bit.ly/downtownsdcalendar

Street Art
Explore the artistic side of our 
urban neighborhoods through 
one-of-a-kind street art. 
To explore dozens of murals 
throughout Downtown, visit 
bit.ly/downtownsdartmap

Shopping and Dining
Looking to buy a gift for 
a friend or grab a bite to 
eat? Check out the map on 
the reverse side and look 
for streets highlighted as 
“Shopping & Dining.”

Craft Beer  
and Cocktails
The San Diego craft beer 
scene is legendary, but 
did you know our cocktail 
culture is just as rich? Whet 
your appetite at one of the 
many critically acclaimed 
breweries or cocktail bars 
and try some of the best 
drinks the city has to offer. 

bit.ly/findsdbreweries



Civic Theatre
San Diego Civic Theatre is 
the home of the San Diego 
Opera and the California 
Ballet. Check out their 
amazing lineup of concerts, 
dance performances, opera, 
comedy shows, Broadway 
productions and more.

SanDiegoTheatres.org
The New Children’s 
Museum 
A perfect family-friendly 
option offering one-of-a-
kind room-sized installations 
that will help kiddos learn and 
experience the world through 
the lens of contemporary art. 

ThinkPlayCreate.org

Seaport Village
This 14-acre waterfront 
space is a shopping, dining, 
and entertainment mecca 
with unbeatable views of 
San Diego Bay. Locals and 
visitors alike will find plenty 
of activities to keep them 
busy all day long.

SeaportVillage.com

ATTRACTIONS  
& MUSEUMS

01	 Broadway Pier/ 
Port Pavilion

02	 Gaslamp  
Landmark Sign

03	 Little Italy  
Landmark Sign

04	Piazza della 
Famiglia

05	Seaport Village

06	Star of India

07	 The New Children’s 
Museum

08	Chinese Historical  
Museum

09	Davis-Horton 
House/ 
Gaslamp Museum

10	 Firehouse Museum

11	 Maritime Museum 

12	 Museum of 
Contemporary Art

13	 USS Midway 
Museum

14	 San Diego  
Central Library

15	 Coronado  
Ferry Terminal

THEATERS
16	 Civic Theatre

17	 Horton Grand 
Theatre

18	 Lyceum Theater

19	 Spreckels Theatre

20	 Symphony Hall

21	 Balboa Theatre

22	 Rady Shell at  
Jacobs Park

PARKS
23	 Amici Park/ 

Dog Park

24	 Embarcadero 
Marina Park North

25	 Children’s  
Park (Coming 
2023)

26	 Waterfront Park

27	 Embarcadero  
Marina Park South

28	 Fault Line Park

29	 Gaslamp Square

Waterfront
There’s always more to 
discover along Downtown’s 
waterfront. Exploration and 
experiences await you! 

PortOfSanDiego.org/ 
Wonderfront

Balboa Park
San Diego’s crown jewel, 
the sprawling 1,200-acre 
park is an arts and cultural 
hub filled with museums, 
theaters, gardens and more. 

BalboaPark.org

Barrio Logan
Just south of Downtown, 
this port-side community is 
one of San Diego’s best kept 
secrets. An epicenter of the 
city’s Mexican-American 
culture, experience cutting-
edge art, delicious local eats 
and much more.

BarrioLoganAssociation.org

Rady Shell at  
Jacobs Park
An architectural wonder, the 
Rady Shell is equal parts 
state-of-the-art concert 
venue and public open space 
for all to enjoy. Experience 
musical concerts, symphony 
performances, private events, 
and a public promenade.

San Diego Symphony
Music comes to life at the 
Historic Copley Symphony 
Hall, home of the San Diego 
Symphony. With over 100 
performances a year, there’s 
a show for every kind of 
music lover. And an outdoor 
concert at the Rady Shell is  
a can’t-miss experience.

SanDiegoSymphony.org

USS Midway
It’s not everyday you get to 
see the inner workings of 
an aircraft carrier. Explore 
every facet of the ship and 
experience what life looks 
like at sea.

Midway.org

Waterfront Park
Take a break in between 
sightseeing in Little Italy 
and the Embarcadero at this 
popular destination for kids 
and adults including a splash 
fountain, ocean views, play 
zone, picnic areas and more.

Tuna Harbor Park
Originally named for its 
connection to the fishing 
industry as a tuna port, this 
park includes shaded areas 
to relax, a scenic promenade, 
bike routes and a perfect 
vantage point for watching 
boats in San Diego Bay.

Davis-Horton House
Built in 1850, this house is 
the oldest standing structure 
in Downtown San Diego. It is 
also home to the Gaslamp 
Museum at the Davis-Horton 
House and was the home of 
The Father of San Diego—
Alonzo Horton.

GaslampFoundation.org

Tweet Street Park
Located in Cortez, Tweet 
Street Park is a sweet 
retreat in this residential 
neighborhood. Its name 
was inspired by birdhouses 
created as part of a public 
art competition to attract 
native birds back to the 
neighborhood.

MLK, Jr. Promenade
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Promenade is a twelve-acre 
park designed for people 
of all ages to enjoy. The 
0.6-mile-long linear park 
begins in the Gaslamp 
Quarter and features 
public art and plaques 
highlighting some of Dr. 
King’s powerful words.

30	 Horton Plaza Park

31	 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Promenade

32	 Gallagher Square/
Park at the Park

33	 Pantoja Park

34	 Ruocco Park

35	 Tuna Harbor Park

36	 Tweet Street Park

Post your favorites and 
tag @DowntownSanDiego

San Diego  
Central Library
The library isn’t just a place 
to borrow books. The top 
floor hosts an event space, 
a museum showcasing local 
artists, and spectacular city 
views. Check out the library’s 
rare-book room to view 
pages from the first book 
ever printed!

Piazza della Famiglia
Stroll through this European-
style piazza in the heart of 
Little Italy surrounded by 
cafes, restaurants, shopping 
and more. 

TOUR LIKE 
A LOCAL!

Whether you’re a first timer or  
a local, there’s always something 
new to discover Downtown!

San Diego  
Maritime Museum 
History and the sea collide at 
this museum featuring one of 
the world’s finest collections 
of historic ships, including the 
world’s oldest active ship—
the Star of India.

SDMaritime.org
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GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Downtown San Diego is divided into 7 neighborhoods. 
Together they make the diverse tapestry of culture, 
food and activities that is San Diego.

Shared Walking & 
Biking Path

Bike Lane/Path

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Promenade

Artwork

Trolley Line

Trolley Station

Shopping & Dining

Art Appreciation
Check out over two dozen 
publicly accessible works of 
art in Downtown. 

SDCivicArtCollection.com

DID YOU KNOW IT ONLY TAKES 
ABOUT 20 MINUTES TO CROSS 
DOWNTOWN BY FOOT?


