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Thursday, March 24, 2022 

5:00 p.m. 
Check-in & Welcome Cocktail Reception 

6:45 p.m. 
Dinner & Program 

 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Troy Johnson

Publisher and Chief Content Officer
San Diego Magazine

Follow along 
     @sdpartnership and #CTFA2022

2022 AWARD PRESENTATIONS

Government Elected Official of the Year Award   
Presented to a government elected official from the city, county or state in recognition of their work to 
ensure Downtown is a vibrant and dynamic economic center. 

Government Partner of the Year Award   
Presented to an individual from a city, county, state, or other government partner in recognition of their 
work to ensure Downtown is a vibrant and dynamic economic center.  

Small Business of the Year Award   
Presented to a small business that has gone above and beyond in their commitment to the Downtown 
community over the past year, representing the growth, vibrancy and diversity of our Downtown.   

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Award   
Presented to a company or organization in recognition of their active steps to build a more diverse, 
inclusive, and equitable climate within their organization and/or community.   

Grow Urban Award   
Presented to an organization that is leading by example in commitment to environmental excellence, 
initiatives that support sustainability, or adding green spaces in Downtown San Diego.    

Cultural Vitality Award  
Presented in recognition of contributions to the vibrancy of Downtown San Diego’s communities and culture.   

Economic Prosperity Award  
Presented in recognition of efforts to advance, secure, or introduce innovative ideas to Downtown San 
Diego’s economy.   

Vic Kops Humanitarian Award   
Presented to an individual or organization in recognition of humanitarian efforts that have enriched and 
improved our urban center.   

The Jim Dawe Memorial Volunteer of the Year Award   
Presented to an individual who has gone above and beyond in their volunteer service to benefit our 
Downtown, its neighborhoods, and its residents.  

Create the Future Award  
Presented in recognition of efforts that have or will enhance Downtown’s unique live, work, play 
environment and continue to enhance our urban core.

Founders Award   
Presented in recognition of career-spanning visionary leadership to better Downtown San Diego.  
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CREATE THE FUTURE AWARDS
to all of the recipients of the Downtown San Diego Partnership’s
CONGRATULATIONS!

IQHQ Research and Development District

turnerconstruction.com   |   (858) 217-0700

UC San Diego is proud to introduce  

UC SAN DIEGO 
PARK & MARKET
Located on the corner of Park and Market, it connects campus via trolley  
to San Diego’s innovation ecosystem and engages our community in  
UC San Diego’s full array of research, teaching and public service programs.
 
We invite you to explore UC San Diego Park & Market  – a downtown hub 
of learning, collaboration and exchange between the university and our 
vibrant binational region – and engage with the doers, builders, helpers and 
innovators who are driving the future of our downtown.

parkandmarket.ucsd.edu

THANK YOU TO OUR

FOUNDERS CIRCLE MEMBERS

ACE Parking 

Carleton Management, Inc. 

Carrier Johnson + CULTURE 

Cavignac & Associates 

CBRE 

City Wide Group of Companies, Inc. 
City Wide Protection Services, Inc. 
City Wide Cleaning Services, Inc. 

Cox Communications 

Cushman & Wakefield 

Dentons US LLP 

Dynalectric San Diego 

Flocke & Avoyer Commercial 
Real Estate 

Gafcon, Inc. 

Gensler 

Hensel Phelps 

HP Investors, LLC 

IQHQ, Inc. 

Lankford & Associates, Inc. 

ProCal Lighting 

ReproHAUS/signHAUS 

San Diego Gas & Electric 

San Diego Padres 

Sheppard Mullin Richter & 
Hampton LLP 

Sycuan Band of the 
Kumeyaay Nation 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

Trammell Crow Company/
High Street Residential 

Trust & Will 

Turner Construction 

Webcor Builders 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Craig Benedetto   
California Strategies, LLC 

Betsy Brennan  
(President & CEO) 
Downtown San Diego Partnership 

Michael Burton  
Flocke & Avoyer Commercial Real Estate  

Ashley Chamberlayne 
BOSA Development 

Scott Crider 
San Diego Gas & Electric  

Steve Cushman   
Cush Enterprises 

Perry Dealy  
Dealy Development, Inc. 

Brian Fish 
Buchalter 

Jeff Forrest 
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP 

Marin Gertler 
IQHQ, Inc. 

Howard Greenberg 
Trilogy Real Estate Management  

Chanelle Hawken  
(Chair) 
Cox Communications 

Keith B. Jones  
ACE Parking  

John LaRaia 
H.G. Fenton Company 

James Lawson  
(Immediate Past Chair)  
Presidio PAG, Inc. 

Mero Marmé 
Dentons US LLP 

Monica Montano 
Scripps Health 

Justine Nielsen  
IQHQ, Inc.  

Sumeet Parekh  
HP Investors, LLC 

Diana Puetz 
(Vice Chair) 
San Diego Padres 

Phil Rath  
(Treasurer) 
Rath Public Affairs 

Daniel Reeves 
Juniper Strategic Advisory  

Krista Torquato 
Bank of America  

Shawn VanDiver 
Deloitte Services LP 

Ray Varela 
Carrier Johnson + CULTURE 

Michele Vives 
(Secretary)  
Douglas Wilson Companies  

Martine Zettle 
Turner Construction  

Executive Advisory Member 

Bill Sauls  
(Chief Legal Officer) 
William H. Sauls, Attorney at Law 

CUSTOM PUBLICATIONS | CONTENT DEVELOPMENT | WEB DESIGN | VIDEOGRAPHY | AND MORE
WORK WITH US HELLO@SDMAG.COM | SANDIEGOMAGAZINE.COM |  SANDIEGOMAG

You build your business,  
we tell the story.
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EVENT & AWARD SPONSORS

Insurance | Risk Management | Surety

www.cavignac.com

©2022 Bank of America Corporation | MAP4117394 | ESG-297-AD

Downtown San Diego Partnership — 
We’re proud to support you
At Bank of America, we are proud to say that we have been serving San Diego for the 
last 100 years. As we look to the future, we continue to build on our longstanding work 
to advance racial equality and economic opportunity to ensure everyone has access to 
the tools and resources needed to build wealth.  
 
Which is why we are proud to be the Founders Award Sponsor; we want to recognize 
those who champion innovation and continue to find creative ways to enhance and 
strengthen Downtown San Diego.

Visit us at bankofamerica.com/sandiego

Life Science 
facilities are 
specialized.
So is our 
electrical  
expertise.

To help your highly 
specialized facilities  
stay reliably powered  
and fully compliant,  
our Life Sciences  
expertise is essential. 

We offer complete 
electrical, telecom,  
fire alarm, AV installation 
and service. For your 
research and teaching  
labs, office space, even 
lighting for parking 
structures, go with 
experience. 

Go with  
Dynalectric San Diego.

858.712.4700
info@dyna-sd.com
dyna-sd.com
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Michael Akavan 
MA Engineers, Inc. 

Chris Amble  
Wells Fargo Bank 

Ruben Andrews 
Graphic Solutions  

Mike Annunziata 
Trammell Crow Company 

Cody Barbo 
Trust & Will 

Craig Benedetto   
California Strategies, LLC 

Mike Berryhill 
Swinerton 

Robert Betz 
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc. 

Patti Boekamp 
WSP USA 

Patrick Bouteller 
Arena Public Affairs 

Jason Bowser 
Union Bank 

Betsy Brennan  
(President & CEO) 
Downtown San Diego Partnership 

Michael Burton  
Flocke & Avoyer Commercial Real Estate  

Melissa Cameron  
Southwest Strategies, LLC 

Ricardo Campos 
San Diego Loyal Soccer Club 

Victor Cao 
California Apartment Association 

Gina Cartwright 
LeBeau Realty & Associates 

Jeff Cavignac 
Cavignac & Associates 

Ashley Chamberlayne  
BOSA Development  

Nikki Clay 
The Clay Company, Inc. 

Scott Crider 
San Diego Gas & Electric 

Steve Cushman  
Cush Enterprises 

Natalie Dahl 
CBRE  

Derek Danziger 
Katz & Associates 

Perry Dealy  
Dealy Development, Inc. 

Leo Divinsky 
Stockdale Capital Partners, LLC 

Channey Doud 
Dynalectric San Diego 

Rodger Dougherty 
Kaiser Permanente 

Peter Dowley 
Kilroy Realty Corporation 

Steve Espino  
Banner Bank 

Robert Fagnant 
Syska Hennessy Group, Inc. 

Tod Firotto  
TEE, LLC. 

Brian Fish 
Buchalter 

Jeff Forrest 
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton 
LLP 

Michael Friedman  
LEVITZACKS 

Darrel Fullbright  
Gensler 

Pamela Gabriel 
Bank of America 

Yehudi “Gaf” Gaffen  
Gafcon, Inc. 

Jeff Gattas 
UC San Diego  

Bill Geppert 
Geppert Foundation 

Marin Gertler 
IQHQ, Inc.

Howard Greenberg 
Trilogy Real Estate Management

Wayne Guymon  
Bally Sports West 

Alex Guyott 
Hensel Phelps 

Chanelle Hawken  
(Chair) 
Cox Communications 

Derek Hulse  
Cushman & Wakefield 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Keith B. Jones  
ACE Parking  

Doug Kerner  
Higgs Fletcher & Mack LLP 

Cecilia Kucharski 
Webcor Builders 

John LaRaia 
H.G. Fenton Company 

Caryn Laveman 
Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego 

James Lawson  
(Immediate Past Chair) 
Presidio PAG, Inc. 

Fiona Leung 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 

MaeLin Levine  
Visual Asylum/Urban Discovery Academy 

Lucas Mallory 
PCL Construction Services, Inc. 

Mero Marmé 
Dentons US LLP 

Amber Mauer  
The Miller Hull Partnership, LLP 

Jennifer McCarthy  
Suffolk Construction 

Jim McLamb 
Clark Construction Group - California, LP 

Mike McNerney 
Lowe 

Angela Merrill Yon 
Boretto+Merrill Consulting, LLC 

Howard Mills  
Rudolph and Sletten, Inc. 

Neil Mohr  
Republic Services, Inc. 

Monica Montano 
Scripps Health 

Christine Moore 
AT&T 

Josh Muse 
Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation 

Margie Newman 
Intesa Communications Group, LLC 

Mary Pampuch 
Lankford and Associates, Inc. 

Sumeet Parekh  
HP Investors, LLC 

Sam Patella 
Navarra Properties/Urban Commercial 
Real Estate 

Stacey Pennington 
SLP Urban Planning 

Ryan Perry 
Westfield UTC 

David Potter  
JPI Companies  

Diana Puetz 
(Vice Chair) 
San Diego Padres 

Phil Rath  
(Treasurer) 
Rath Public Affairs 

Daniel Reeves 
Juniper Strategic Advisory 

Heather Riley 
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & 
Natsis LLP 

Paul Robinson  
Hecht, Solberg, Robinson, Goldberg & 
Bagley LLP 

Manuel Rodriguez 
U.S. Bank 

Ken Sauder  
Wakeland Housing and Development 
Corporation 

Brent Schertzer 
Holland Partner Group 

Claudine Scott  
Keller Williams Realty, Inc. 

Greg Shields  
Project Design Consultants 

Bill Shrader 
Urban Property Group, Inc. 

Jenner Smith  
Carleton Management, Inc. 

Jeff Stoke  
Procopio 

Tito Taing  
reproHAUS/signHAUS 

Shawn VanDiver 
Deloitte Services LP 

Ray Varela 
Carrier Johnson + CULTURE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
continued
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Pedro Villegas  
Independent Consultant 

Michele Vives 
(Secretary) 
Douglas Wilson Companies 

Bess Wakeman 
JLL 

Daniel Walker 
Infinium Spirits 

Mark Weber 
HNTB 

Tim Winslow 
Cushman & Wakefield 

Matthew Winter 
LPA Design Studio 

Jason Wood 
Cisterra Development 

Tony Young 
RISE San Diego 

Martine Zettle 
Turner Construction 

Advisory 

Christina Bibler 
City of San Diego 

Craig Bowden 
e3 Civic High 

Jaymie Bradford  
San Diego Regional Chamber of 
Commerce 

Michelle Brega 
San Diego County Regional Airport 
Authority  

Mark Cafferty 
San Diego Regional EDC 

Beth Callender 
Urban Interventions 

James Canning 
Office of Supervisor Nathan Fletcher 

Jesus Cardenas 
Office of Councilmember Stephen 
Whitburn 

Denice Garcia 
Office of Supervisor Nora Vargas 

Rick Gentry  
San Diego Housing Commission 

Martha Gilmer 
San Diego Symphony 

James Haug  
East Village Association 

Meg Hersman Storer 
2-1-1 San Diego 

Kerri Kapich 
San Diego Tourism Authority 

Daniel Kay 
Civic San Diego 

Dennis Keck 
Navy Region Southwest 

Elyse Lowe  
City of San Diego 

Hala Madanat PhD  
San Diego State University 

Jamie Moraga  
San Diego Military Advisory Council 

Bob Morris  
Promises2Kids 

Alexa-Rae Navarro 
Startup San Diego 

Jim O’Callaghan 
South County Economic 
Development Council 

MaryAnne Pintar  
Office of Congressmember Scott 
Peters 

Clifford “Rip” Rippetoe  
San Diego Convention Center 

Bill Sauls  
(Chief Legal Officer) 
William H. Sauls, Attorney at Law 

Tim Shields 
The Old Globe 

Deanna Spehn 
Office of Senate President Pro 
Tempore Toni Atkins  

Joe Stuyvesant  
Port of San Diego 

Joyce Summer  
Cortez Community 

Jeanie Tyler  
San Diego City College 

Deacon Jim Vargas  
Father Joe’s Villages 

Denise Vedder 
San Diego County Water Authority  

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
continued

COMMUNITY CATALYST SPONSORS
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Betsy Brennan 
President & CEO 

Justin Apger 
Chief Operations Officer 

Alonso Vivas 
Senior Vice President & Executive 
Director  
Clean & Safe Program  

Kaitlin Payne 
Senior Vice President of Membership & 
Events 

Sarah Czarnecki Brothers 
Vice President of Marketing & 
Communications 

Josh Coyne  
Director of Government Affairs  

Taylor Stahl 
Director of Special Projects 

Sean Warner 
Director of Community Enhancement  

Terri Johnson  
Director of Finance & Administration  

Dani Garcia  
Director of Safety Services Clean & Safe 
Program 

Ernesto Romo  
Director of Maintenance Services Clean 
& Safe Program 

Tyler Duncan 
Human Resources Manager 

Kathryn Newstead  
Membership Relations & Events Manager  

Rebecca Rybczyk 
Economic Development & Government 
Affairs Manager  

Danielle Cobb 
Marketing Manager 

Rose Harris 
Program Manager, Outreach Services 

Regina Nolte-Ware 
Operations Manager Clean & Safe 
Program  

Rio Sison  
Accounting Manager 

Sam Ramirez  
Marketing Designer  

Carolyn Perkins 
Executive Assistant & Board Liaison 

Joseph McKay 
Human Resources Generalist 

Charity Jones  
Office Coordinator Clean & Safe Program  

Anya Meave 
Data Coordinator 

Carlos Escalante 
Placemaking Coordinator 

Vanessa Kyriakides  
City Center BID Intern 

Adyan Scott 
Grow Urban Intern 

Jennifer Curry 
Membership & Events Intern  

Kiarra Mapp 
Policy Intern  

Peter Hernanadez  
Day Shift Operations Supervisor 
Clean & Safe Program 

Mark Springer  
Swing Shift Operations Supervisor 
Clean & Safe Program 

John Bolin  
Swing Shift Operations Supervisor 
Clean & Safe Program 

Cesar Lara  
Graveyard Shift Operations 
Supervisor Clean & Safe Program 

Johnnie Long  
Graveyard Shift Operations 
Supervisor Clean & Safe Program 

Megan Fowler 
Homeless Outreach Coordinator 

Diana Guzman 
Homeless Outreach Coordinator 

Jocelyn Johnson-Wilson  
Homeless Outreach Coordinator 

STAFF

Dunia Mobley 
Homeless Outreach Coordinator 

Sabrina Washington 
Homeless Outreach Housing 
Coordinator 

Roger Flores 
Homeless Outreach Data Entry 
Coordinator 

William Emmanuel 
Safety Ambassador 

Andrew Simington 
Safety Ambassador 

Jesus Gutierrez-Berumen 
Trash Truck Driver 

Brandon Quinn 
Trash Truck Driver 

Raul Allen  
Landscaper 

Juan Navarro  
Landscaper 

Joseph Powers  
Landscaper 

Cora Adams 
Maintenance Ambassador 

Jose Arevalos 
Maintenance Ambassador 

Michael Bogroff  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Robert Bolding  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Clarence Davis 
Maintenance Ambassador 

Hayward Delaney 
Maintenance Ambassador 

Christopher Forte  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Isabella Gomez  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Michael Gonzalez  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Kenneth Hanson 
Maintenance Ambassador 

Amanda Hasten  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Matthew Henderson  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Lonnie Hester Jr.  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Edwin Hysmith  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Luis Leon  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Jhawson Miller  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Jose Moreno  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Estas Ndikumagenge  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Lavan Oliver  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Angel Rodriguez  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Kenneth Smith  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Michael Swanigan  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Herbert Van Dyke  
Maintenance Ambassador 

Marcus Hempstead  
Maintenance Ambassador (Hot 
Spots) 

Francisco Palomo  
Maintenance Ambassador (Hot 
Spots) 

Duvon Cotton  
Maintenance Ambassador (Special 
Projects) 

STAFF
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COMMUNITY SUPPORTER SPONSORS

DBE CERTIFIED COMPANY

borettomerrill.com

Entitlement, Project & 
Construction ManagementCox is proud to support the

San Diego Downtown Partnership on the 
“Create the Future Awards.” 

We applaud their commitment to ensuring diversity, equity 
and inclusion are always a priority in our community.



THANK YOU TO OUR

SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Airbnb 
Allied Universal 
Amazon 
Arena Public Affairs 
Bally Sports West 
Bank of America 
BNBuilders 
Brookfield Residential 
BOSA Development 
Buchalter 
C.W. Driver 
California Apartment Association 
Clark Construction Group - 
California, LP 

davisREED Construction, Inc. 
Dealy Development, Inc. 
Deloitte Services LP 
Higgs Fletcher & Mack LLP 
HNTB 
Infinium Spirits 
IBEW Local 569 
Kaiser Permanente 
Kilroy Realty Corporation 
LeBeau Realty & Associates 
MA Engineers, Inc.
Outfront Media 
Republic Services, Inc. 

San Diego Loyal Soccer Club 
Scripps Health 
Stockdale Capital Partners, LLC 
Suffolk 
Swinerton 
U.S. Bank 
Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield, 
Westfield UTC 
Union Bank 
Verizon 
Wakeland Housing and 
Development Corporation 
Wells Fargo Bank 
WSP USA 

Building Solutions. Bettering Lives.
At Webcor, we build remarkable structures that bring 

exceptional value to our public and private clients while 
operating in a safe, quality-driven environment.

TO DISCUSS YOUR NEXT PROJECT, CONTACT:
Cecilia Kucharski, Division Manager | cecilia.kucharski@webcor.com

webcor.com
#1037217 A, B, C-8, C-9

1155 S Santa Fe Ave, Suite A
Vista, CA 92083

Tel: 760-994-6959
Fax: 760-560-1676
info@procallighting.com

Capabilities
• Building Operations & Maintenance

• Design Build Construction • Electrical Construction 
• Color Changing Dynamic Lighting (Color Kinetics) 

• IOT Controls Platforms 
• LED Installation & Design

• Alternative Energy
• Transformer Station & Substation 

• EV Charging Station 
• Lighting & HVAC Controls 

 

A COMMUNITY THAT GROWS TOGETHER, 
THRIVES TOGETHER.

At Kaiser Permanente, we don’t see health 
as an industry. We see it as a cause. 
That’s why we’re excited to be a part of the
Downtown San Diego Partnership. Our 
doors, hearts and minds are always open to 
help every last one of you thrive. Learn more 
at kp.org/sandiego
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Government Elected Official of the Year Award
Chair, Nathan Fletcher, Board of Supervisors, San Diego County, District 4 

SPONSORED BY

Government Partner of the Year Award
Christina Bibler, Director, Economic Development, City of San Diego

SPONSORED BY

As the pandemic presented a constant ebb and flow of new challenges, San Diego 
County Board of Supervisors Chair, Nathan Fletcher’s continued effort to lead the 
region’s COVID-19 response never wavered. Chair Fletcher is ushering a new generation 
of progressive policy making which includes transforming our approach to behavioral 
and mental health programs. His work to launch and expand the new Mobile Crisis 
Response Team (MCRT) filled a critical missing piece in connecting those in need of 
behavioral health, mental health, or substance abuse issues to services. MCRT is also 
one way Chair Fletcher is expanding the County’s role in ways to assist our unsheltered 
population. The Downtown community is appreciative of Chair Fletcher’s leadership to 
create innovative solutions that benefit not only Downtown, but the entire region.

Christina Bibler is an award-winning, local government, and nonprofit leader, and 
has been extremely supportive of Downtown’s urban neighborhoods in her time as 
the Economic Development Director for the City of San Diego. Under her leadership, 
the Economic Development Department has been instrumental in initiatives to 
further the Downtown Partnership’s mission to advance the economic prosperity 
and cultural vitality of Downtown including the Downtown Innovation Center and the 
2021 Demographic Study. Christina brings an expertise in economic development best 
practices and an enthusiasm for making San Diego’s urban center the best that it can 
be that make her a true partner in creating the bright future for Downtown.

2022 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Transforming 
San Diego’s
waterfront

LET’S 
BUILD 

R S C O N S T R U C T I O N . C O M   |   ( 6 1 9 )  4 3 2 - 0 1 2 2   |   G C  L I C E N S E  # 1 9 8 0 6 9

LANDMARK PROJECTS.
LONG-STANDING PARTNERSHIPS.
SAN DIEGO’S FUTURE, TOGETHER.

S A N  D I E G O  S Y M P H O N Y
R A D Y  S H E L L  A T  J A C O B S P A R K

B E R G E L E C T R I C . C O M   |   ( 7 6 0 )  7 4 6 - 1 0 0 3

PROJECT 

Services Provided 
for Aztec Stadium:

Civil Engineering
Land Surveying

Landscape Architecture
Water Resources 

Construction Staking 
Permit Processing

CONSULTANTS
DESIGN

PLANNING | LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE | ENGINEERING | SURVEY 

701 B STREET, SUITE 800 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101 | 619.235.6471 

WWW.PROJECTDESIGN.COM



2322

Small Business of the Year Award
Old Gallery Coffee House & Swami’s Cafe  

SPONSORED BY

Cultural Vitality Award
The San Diego Symphony’s Rady Shell at Jacobs Park

SPONSORED BY

It’s no secret the hospitality industry was hit hard by COVID-19 and Old Gallery Coffee 
House in the City Center neighborhood was no exception. When all the surrounding 
offices were sent home, business at this family-owned restaurant was so scarce 
they thought they might have to close their doors. But they were determined to 
stay open to continue serving Downtown’s essential workers and, as fate would 
have it, things started to turn around. Despite people still working from home, 
regular customers drove all the way to Downtown to support one of their favorite 
local restaurants. As business started to recover, the opportunity to open another 
restaurant a few doors down became available and Swami’s Cafe Downtown came 
to life. Today, both restaurants continue to have a positive impact on the Downtown 
community thanks to the support of loyal customers and new faces.

This architectural wonder on the edge of San Diego Bay and the heart of Downtown 
has been years in the making. The Rady Shell at Jacobs Park is the soaring 
culmination of a long-time civic desire to have a state-of-the-art concert venue that 
elevates the experience of live music while also serving as a public center for all of 
San Diego. The outdoor, year-round venue’s impact will reverberate — culturally 
and economically — for decades to come and is primed to rival some of the most 
iconic outdoor venues like the Hollywood Bowl and Red Rocks Amphitheatre. 
Downtown is proud to add this gem to its vibrant cultural and arts scene.

2022 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Award
David’s Harp Foundation

SPONSORED BY

Grow Urban Award
2100 Kettner, Kilroy Realty Corporation

SPONSORED BY

Music, learning, and community find a welcome home in the Downtown studio of the 
David’s Harp Foundation, which has been bringing at-risk youth together through the 
arts since 2007. Their mission is to inspire, educate, and empower system-affected 
and homeless youth to achieve academic success through music education, sound 
engineering, and multimedia production. Simply stated, they trade youth in the 
community their good grades and behavior for recording studio time. What began 
as an idea in a converted garage has gone on to impact the lives of 600 homeless, 
incarcerated, and foster youth as well as youth in the juvenile probation system from 
within the welcoming walls of their studio in the East Village. The community-based 
organization was recently awarded $1 million to continue their critical work investing 
in the young people they serve to give them the greatest opportunity for success.

Kilroy Realty’s 2100 Kettner has emerged as a shining example of sustainable 
real estate development in Downtown San Diego and a property truly designed 
to “Grow Urban.” Designed in partnership with Gensler architects, the seven-
story low rise is San Diego’s most sustainable mixed-use commercial real 
estate development, showcasing the latest technology, design, and materials 
to reduce energy consumption and provide a healthy working environment 
within the Little Italy neighborhood. The all-electric building features multiple 
environmental systems to enhance overall performance including a bioclimatic 
façade to minimize temperature variation and maintain energy efficiency, rooftop solar that provides renewable power 
to the building, and a green roof / terrace system which contributes to the cooling of interior spaces. The project is 
targeting LEED Platinum certification for 2022 through the U.S. Green Building Council and WELL certification through 
the International Well Building Institute. 

2022 AWARD RECIPIENTS
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Economic Prosperity Award
Seaport Village Revitalization

SPONSORED BY

Vic Kops Humanitarian Award
San Diego Convention Center 

SPONSORED BY

The successful transformation of Seaport Village is a result of close collaboration 
between the Port of San Diego, Protea Properties, and SLP Urban Planning. With 
nearly $8 million in operational and financial investments made by the Port of San 
Diego, which took ownership of Seaport Village in 2018, the partners revamped the 
destination through community engagement, placemaking, human-centered design, 
and integrated communications. In addition to new activations, refreshed design, and 
other thoughtful changes, the foundation of a human-centered design approach led 

to upgrades to the open space and public realm. The success of this effort is evident as occupancy increased from 65% 
to 95% occupancy in a short two years, retained local businesses, and demonstrated >100% increase in engagement on 
social media. Throughout it all, the vision — to create an attractive and fun waterfront destination for locals and tourists 
alike — guided the efforts, big or small. The interim activation efforts proved the sky’s the limit for the future of San Diego’s 
waterfront. 

In 2020 and 2021, the San Diego Convention Center transformed its halls 
to meet a series of urgent humanitarian needs, first as an adult homeless 
shelter in support of Operation Shelter to Home, and then as an emergency 
shelter for unaccompanied migrant children. In the convention center’s role 
as a temporary shelter for unaccompanied migrant children, more than 2,400 
children and teens were reunited with family or moved into sponsor homes 
by the time the intake site closed in the summer of 2021. Supported by SBCS 
and partner organizations, each child was provided with comprehensive case 
management, medical and behavioral health care, educational and recreational activities, nutritious meals, 
access to hygiene products, and legal assistance. As only the second large facility in the nation to provide 
shelter capacity for unaccompanied children at the time, the convention center served as a national model for 
other facilities across the country that answered the federal government’s call for assistance.

2022 AWARD RECIPIENTS

Create the Future Award
Park and Market Mixed-Use Development

SPONSORED BY

The Jim Dawe Memorial Volunteer of the Year Award
Friends of Tweet Street Park 

SPONSORED BY

With its creative use of space, the Park and Market Mixed-Use Development combines 
Downtown’s unique live/work/play lifestyle all in one city block in the East Village. Park and 
Market features a complementary mix of public and private uses including housing, office/
classroom, retail, public space, and entertainment – all made possible by Carrier Johnson + 
CULTURE, UC San Diego, NASH and Holland Partner Group. The project supports the region’s 
critical need for housing and fostering inclusive neighborhoods with a 34-story residential 
tower boasting 426 apartment units, 20 percent of which are affordable units. Additional 
uses foster community connectivity including UC San Diego’s new Downtown campus – ‘a 
flagship for future innovation’ - which is housed in a four-story stand-alone building; retail 
space that will serve the neighborhood, and a themed public plaza and amphitheater that 
provide a gathering and performance space for the entire community. Park and Market is 
a shining example of a successful transit-oriented, inclusive, mixed-use redevelopment in 
Downtown San Diego.

Joe Ciavarella volunteered his time for five years cleaning and maintaining the upkeep of 
Tweet Street Park, located on the upper side of Cortez Hill. In early 2016, Joe contacted 
his city council representative about the declining condition of the neighborhood linear 
park. Due to limited City Parks & Recreation capacity, Joe took matters into his own 
hands and began cleaning the park himself. Neighbors took notice and joined his efforts 
by cleaning or donating plants and funds to improve the park. Together they founded 
Friends of Tweet Street. Joe and the volunteers of Tweet Street Park organized and 
marketed fundraising activities via social media, managed the budget, worked with the 
Downtown San Diego Partnership Clean & Safe team to maintain and improve the park, 
organized community clean ups with help from the Clean & Safe team, and ultimately 
restored and beautified their linear park into a neighborhood jewel. The park would not 
be what it is today without Joe and the volunteers.
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Founders Award 
Mary L. Walshok, PhD

SPONSORED BY

Dr. Mary Walshok is a highly respected thought leader and subject matter expert 
on aligning management and leadership strategies with workforce development 
to support regional economic growth. Dr. Walshok served for nearly 40 years as 
Dean of UC San Diego Extension overseeing continuing education and public 
programming programs that educated more than 100,000 enrollees annually — 
translating to more than 30,000 students in over 4,400 courses.   

An adjunct professor of sociology, Dr. Walshok has authored six books and more 
than 100 articles, reports and book chapters on regional innovation, workforce 
development and the role of research institutions in regional economies. Her 
accolades are many and most recently includes the highest award for service to the 
society and the economy presented by the Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering 
and Economic Sciences. 

Currently, she is the Associate Vice Chancellor for Public Programs at UC San Diego spearheading the development of 
the university’s first major presence in Downtown, at UC San Diego Park & Market. Dr. Walshok is responsible for UC 
San Diego’s major campus outreach initiative for the development, financing, and programming of the Downtown facility. 
She is an unwavering champion for this endeavor’s role as a platform for collaborative projects between UC San Diego 
and the greater San Diego community across multiple disciplines, including performing and visual arts, social sciences, 
health and medicine, science and engineering, and executive and continuing education. Once launched, the center will 
be an integral part of UCSD Division of Extended Studies future and a testament to the environment for innovation and 
connection that is emerging Downtown. 
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www.intesacom.com
@intesacom

Intesa Communications Group
is proud to work along-side

the individuals and organizations 
striving to ensure a vibrant, creative,

and sustainable downtown.
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www.WorkAtWest .com



Luxury 
rentals

available for 
lease 

Summer 2023 

Target Store
Opening  
July 2023

radianliving.com

Proudly supports 
the Downtown  

San Diego 
Partnership

To discuss your next project, contact:

Mike Berryhill, Division Manager | mberryhill@swinerton.com
Drew DeFalle, Business Development | drew.defalle@swinerton.com

Swinerton is proud to be a part of  
creating a great downtown alongside  
the Downtown San Diego Partnership.

BUILD 
WITH 

PRIDE

swinerton.com

Cheers! Applause!
And sincere
appreciation.
Thank you for making Downtown 
San Diego even better.

Let’s create tomorrow, together.

bannerbank.com

800-272-9933 Member FDIC

T H E  D O W N T O W N  S A N  D I E G O  P A R T N E R S H I P
would like to thank the Events Committee for their hard work and dedication

to the Create the Future Awards 

Thank You !
EVENTS COMMITTEE

Margie Newman, Intesa Communications Group, LLC | Chair 
Angela Merrill, Boretto + Merrill Consulting, LLC | Vice Chair

Kaitlin Payne, Senior Vice President of Membership & Events, DSDP 

Kathryn Newstead, Membership Relations & Events Manager, DSDP 

Amber Mauer, Miller Hull Partnership, LLP 

Bob Morris, Promises2Kids 

Cecilia Kucharski, Webcor Builders 

Chanelle Hawken, Cox Communications 

Denise Devine, ProCal Lighting 

Eric Ozarowski, 6 Degrees Networking 

Heidi Bell, davisREED Construction 

Kasey Price, OnRamp Invest LLC 

Lisa Bittner, NOVA Services, Inc. 

Louay Yousif, Wells Fargo Bank 

Melissa Stern, C&S Companies 

Sherry Warren, Addir Design 

Toni McMahon, Fuscoe Engineering 

Vanessa Ruiz, USS Midway Museum






