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Comic-Con Trash Seven Times More 

Than Normal 

By: City News Service | July 27, 2016 

 

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2016/jul/27/comic-con-trash-seven-times-more-than-normal/ 

The record 135,000 attendees at Comic-Con International last week not only left behind their money at 

hotels and restaurants, but a whole lot of trash. 

The Downtown San Diego Partnership reported Wednesday that workers on the organization's Clean & 

Safe team emptied around 6,720 bags of trash from Wednesday to Sunday τ seven times more than a 

normal five-day period. 

The bags contained 25 tons of refuse, about two times more than average, according to the partnership. 

"Clean & Safe works 365 days a year, 24 hours a day to keep downtown beautiful for residents and 

visitors," said Alonso Vivas, who directs team operations. "When Comic-Con International descends on 

downtown, our goals remain the same, but our workload certainly increases." 

The team also logged 1,035 graffiti removal responses, about five times more than average, and picked 

up 25,310 fliers, posters and stickers, around 22 times more than average. 

According to the partnership, the Clean and & Safe team generally removes 13 tons of trash and collects 

930 bags of trash during a five-day period. During that amount of time, they also normally remove 

graffiti 190 times and get rid of 1,150 fliers, stickers and posters. 

The team also provides safety patrols and escorts throughout downtown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kpbs.org/news/2016/jul/27/comic-con-trash-seven-times-more-than-normal/
https://kpbs.media.clients.ellingtoncms.com/img/photos/2016/07/22/AP_445651155418_t700.jpg?f40c0e74b997dbb01ce524758e0d04a31382c8af
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San Diego Comic-Con Draws Record Crowds, Trash 

By: Southern California Patch Staff | July 27, 2016 

 

http://patch.com/california/san-diego/san-diego-comic-con-draws-record-crowds-trash 

 

SAN DIEGO, CA τ The record 135,000 attendees at Comic-Con International last week not only left 

behind their money at hotels and restaurants, but a whole lot of trash. 

The Downtown San Diego Partnership reported Wednesday that workers on the organization's Clean & 

Safe team emptied around 6,720 bags of trash from Wednesday to Sunday τ seven times more than a 

normal five-day period. 

The bags contained 25 tons of refuse, about two times more than average, according to the partnership. 

"Clean & Safe works 365 days a year, 24 hours a day to keep downtown beautiful for residents and 

visitors," said Alonso Vivas, who directs team operations. "When Comic-Con International descends on 

downtown, our goals remain the same, but our workload certainly increases." 

 

 

 

 

 

http://patch.com/california/san-diego/san-diego-comic-con-draws-record-crowds-trash


4 
 

 

KPBS Radio, 89.5 FM: Morning Edition 

Thursday, July 28, 2016 | 7:15am 

 

 

 

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ морΣллл ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŜǎ ŀǘ /ƻƳƛŎ-Con International last week not only left behind their money at 

hotels and restaurants, but a whole lot of trash. 

The Downtown San Diego Partnership reported Wednesday that workers on the organization's Clean & 

Safe team emptied around 6,720 bags of trash from Wednesday to Sunday τ seven times more than a 

normal five-Řŀȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦέ 
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Doug Manchester: My Thoughts on 

{ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ .ŀȅŦǊƻƴǘ 
.ȅ ΨtŀǇŀΩ 5ƻǳƎ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ μ Wǳƭȅ нуΣ нлмс 

http://timesofsandiego.com/opinion/2016/07/28/doug-manchester-my-thoughts-on-san-diegos-downtown-

bayfront/  

I have spent most of my lifŜ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CƛƴŜǎǘ /ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎƪȅƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ .ŀȅŦǊƻƴǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ DǊŜŀǘ ŎƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ 

downtowns, and over the past several decades San Diego has made tremendous progress in building a 

downtown culture with the Gaslamp and Little Italy districts, Petco Park and the superstructure that 

surrounds it, and the ongoing revitalization of our world-class waterfront. 

Personally I am proud to have developed the Manchester Hyatt, MŀǊǊƛƻǘǘΣ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ άYƛǎǎέ ǎǘŀǘǳŜ 

and help bring the USS Midway to the waterfront. Today, this distinguished aircraft carrier is one of San 

5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ мΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

The Downtown San Diego Partnership has stated that our downtown is an incredible asset and 

economic engine for the entire San Diego Region.  Comprising less than one tenth of one percent of the 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜǎ н ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǘŀȄ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΣ о ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

propŜǊǘȅ ǘŀȄ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ну ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ǘŀȄΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

shared within the region to the benefit of all. 

We have also witnessed a strong migration of residents to our downtown district. The San Diego region 

is expŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŜȄǇƻƴŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ пл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ мΦо 

million residents, 400,000 housing units, and 500,000 jobsτand all of the basic services that come with 

a growing economy. Much of this growth will occur in the downtown area. 

Therefore, the more residential we build, the more talent we attract, and the more companies that 

move back to downtown San Diego. This yields more opportunity for mixed-use developments, Class A 

office space, hotels and public open space in which we can truly take advantage of a city in which to live, 

work and play. 

Of course, there is always more work that needs to be done. We need to have the Civic Plaza and Civic 

Theatre redeveloped, Horton plaza reimagined, and new city council offices 750-feet tall. In addition, 

Seaport Village is due for redevelopment and the Manchester Pacific Gateway project will help to 

redefine the city skyline, clean up eight blighted city blocks, and extend the waterfront to the downtown 

community. This will be iŎƻƴƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ 

as office, hotel and retail. 

My goal as a developer is to have a positive influence on the western waterfront and integrate my vision 

with the San Diego Port Authority in finalizing the North Embarcadero Visionary Plan, improving public 

amenities, adding parks, museums, parking, arts and culture. I believe we have the responsibility to 

ensure that the bay district remains the most beautiful, accessible and enjoyable in the world, and I am 

humbled and honored to have an integral part of achieving this vision. I look forward to continuing to 

watch the success and growth of downtown San Diego and what it will evolve to for years to come. 

http://timesofsandiego.com/opinion/2016/07/28/doug-manchester-my-thoughts-on-san-diegos-downtown-bayfront/
http://timesofsandiego.com/opinion/2016/07/28/doug-manchester-my-thoughts-on-san-diegos-downtown-bayfront/


6 
 

 

East Village South: Non-Stadium Plan Revealed 

July 29, 2016 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2016/jul/29/east-village-plan/  

!ǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƎŜǊǎΩ ϷмΦу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ-convention center heads toward the November ballot, an alternate 

Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ 

The so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ {ƻǳǘƘ CƻŎǳǎ tƭŀƴέ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǿŜǊǎΣ ƘƛƎƘ-tech start-ups, 

innovation-economy office compounds, new parks and plazas and maybe a convention annex or arena. 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ǇƭŀƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ wƻō vǳƛƎƭŜȅΣ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

outspoken critic of the stadium proposal because of its potentially negative impact on surrounding 

properties ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ άhǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭΣ ǎƻƭƛŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ 

accommodates lots of uses. We believe it will be market driven. The idea is to get multiple developers 

ǾŜǊǎǳǎ ƻƴŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 

The presentation will be held at 10 a.m. at the Central Library and is free and open to the public. 

Developed over the last few months by a team of volunteer architects and planners, with input from 

developers and the general public, the site could include more than 4.5 million square feet of 

development τ enough to build: 

 3,114 apartments and condos 

 1.1 million square feet of offices 

 300,000 square feet of retail and restaurant space 

 350,000 square feet of meeting space, flexible enough to host conventions, academic classrooms and 

community events. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2016/jul/29/east-village-plan/
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¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀǘ Ϸплл ǇŜǊ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ŦƻƻǘΥ ϷмΦу ōƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƎŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǘŀƎΦ 

The new plan lacks a private sponsor, like the NFL and Chargers, willing to underwrite $650 million, or 

$1.15 billion from a proposed increase in the hotel room taxes τ the key sources for the stadium-

convention complex. 

On the other hand, the alternative plan could generate a projected $55.2 million in annual state and 

local taxes from the same site, far more than a public sports facility would. The alternate also speaks of 

producing 5,590 permanent jobs paying as much as $447 million a year. 

The concept began its gestation last fall when the Chargers seemed on their way out of town to a new 

stadium in Los Angeles. 

Two community workshops were held at the NewSchool of Architecture and Design to gauge 

community preferences and then Quigley and other volunteer architects pulled out their pencils and 

sketched out various possibilities. University of San Diego real estate economics professor Norm Miller 

had one of his classes generate financial projections. 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

be vetted and completed by professional planners at Civic San Diego (the downtown planning agency) 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣέ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

But already it has drawn some interest from Mayor Kevin Faulconer, who was briefed most recently last 

week by Quigley and NewSchool professor Mike Stepner, a former long-time city planner and city 

architect. 

άIŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻƪŜǊ-ŦŀŎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣέ vǳƛƎƭŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

CŀǳƭŎƻƴŜǊ ŀƭǎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƴƻ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƎŜǊǎΩ ǇƭŀƴΦ 

Kris Michell, president and CEO of the Downtown San Diego Partnership business group, was briefed this 

week. 

ά{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŀƎƳŀǘƛŎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άIƻǿ ƛǎ ƛǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ 

ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘΦέ 

{ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ муΣллл-seat sports arena, such as was recently proposed and 

rejected by the port district for the Seaport Village redevelopment site. 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΣ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ōƛƎ άŎŀǘŀƭȅǘƛŎέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

τ convention centers, stadiums, shopping centers, mass transit τ to jump start new development. 

Proponents of the Chargers stadium said their project could have the same spinoff effect as Petco Park a 

decade ago. 

.ǳǘ vǳƛƎƭŜȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŦŀŎŜǘƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ŀ 

giant, little-used sports facility onto the downtown grid and forestall other opportunities their plan 

envisions, especially high-paying startup tech jobs suited to the urban-minded millennials filling 

downtown apartments and brew pubs. Currently, about 70 percent of working residents commute out 

of downtown to jobs in North County and elsewhere. 
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ά¢Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ aŀƭƳǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ 

Ǉƭŀƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀǘ vǳƛƎƭŜȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΦ 

The plan obviously is DOA if voters approve the Chargers plan. But if that goes down to defeat, the coast 

ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

East Village planners say the first phase would focus on Tailgate Park, the parking lot serving Petco Park. 

The city would seek a master developer to buy the property, install underground parking and build 

ά[ƛōǊŀǊȅ tŀǊƪΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 

157,000 square feet for an unspecified use at 14th Street and K streets. 

Three other sites at Park Boulevard and Imperial Avenue would be sold off for 850,000 square feet of 

unspecified development τ or a convention center annex or arena. 

Seven years later, the second phase would tackle the MTS bus yard to the east through a similar 

process: A mix of high-rise residential towers and low-rise office buildings with big floor plates favored 

by high-tech, collaboration-minded tech startup companies. 

The chosen developers would cover the $200 million cost of the land, enough to relocate the MTS 

facility, and recoup their investment by constructing one of the buildings and selling the remaining sites 

to others. 

Key to the overall plan is the preservation of view corridors, inclusion of parks and plazas, and a link to 

Barrio Logan signaled by an obelisk or other dramatic piece of public art where 14th Street makes a 

ǎƘŀǊǇ ǘǳǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ bŜǿǘƻƴ !ǾŜƴǳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǇƻǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘǳōōŜŘ ά9ƭ bǳŘƛƭƭƻέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ YƴǳŎƪƭŜΦέ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ 

a neighboring community, Sherman Heights, would be accomplished by building a lid or cover over 

Interstate 5 between Island Avenue and J Street. 

The plan acknowledges the continuing problem of homelessness in East Village and proposes including 

affordable housing units in residential projects and connecting them to support services. 

άLƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǳǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣέ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΦ 

One other element in the plan would focus on educational institutions beyond the schools and colleges 

already present downtown. However, proponents do not count on UC San Diego to suddenly open a big 

downtown quad as an adjunct to its Torrey Pines Mesa home campus. 

ά¸ƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘŜǎǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΣέ aŀƭƳǳǘƘ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƛǘΩs the 

instiǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΦέ 

UCSD Extension has already announced a partnership with the Downtown San Diego Partnership to 

ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΦ ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊǇƘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ 

be seen. 
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Summer in the City 

By Kris Michell | August 5, 2016 

 

http://sandiegodowntownnews.com/summer-in-the-city/ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нлмс a[. All-Star Game at Petco Park, to 

the world-renowned Comic-/ƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƻ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ {ȅƳǇƘƻƴȅΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ tƻǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

9ƳōŀǊŎŀŘŜǊƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǊŜŎŀǇ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇenings: 

Have you met FRED? 

To provide more efficient and sustainable transit options Civic San Diego and the Downtown San Diego 

tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ό5{5tύ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ άCǊŜŜ wƛŘŜ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴέ ƻǊ άCw95έ 

circulator program. 

The new program, funded by Downtown parking meter revenues, features five-passenger, all-electric 

vehicles that are designed to augment existing transportation options and make short trips within 

5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦ 

The initial launch includes 15 vehicles with the fleet expected to grow to 20 within the first year. 

¦ǎŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ Ǿƛŀ ŀ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀǇǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƘŜ CǊŜŜ wƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

thanks to dedicated funding from Civic San Diego τ which manages the Downtown Community Parking 

District τ and private sponsorships. FRED shuttles will operate seven days per week.  

Collaboratory for Downtown Innovation 

With more than 110 tech startups τ and counting τ we know that Downtown San Diego is the 

ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ Ŧrontier. 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ǘƘŜ ¦/ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5{5t ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ-year initiative 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ 

http://sandiegodowntownnews.com/summer-in-the-city/
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CDI will offer a variety of programs to help entrepreneurs develop the networks critical for future 

growth as well as provide business support and workforce training. Operating out of the DSDP office, 

CDI will serve as a hub for a variety of programs, including: 

Ideas forum: Develop a series of roundtables to connect Downtown tech entrepreneurs with 

researchers and scientists at UCSD and on the Torrey Pines Mesa. 

Talent acceleratorΥ [ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ ¦/{5 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΩǎ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜ-college offerings to provide a 

variety of education and training programs, with a special focus on providing computer science and 

information technology skills to youth in underserved communities. 

Entrepreneur exchange: Offer a wide range of entrepreneurship support and incubation activities 

including skills development workshops and pre-accelerator programs. 

We must do everything to connect the know-how at UCSD and on the Torrey Pine Mesa to help grow 

5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ /5L ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ Ǝƻŀls. 

Clean & Safe team tackles Comic-Con cleanup with superhero power 

Once again, Comic-Con International 2016 was incredibly successful, attracting a record 135,000 

attendees and visitors to Downtown San Diego. 

The steady stream of superheroes, guests and attractions brought plenty of additional work for the 

5{5tΩǎ /ƭŜŀƴ ϧ {ŀŦŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǊƻǳƴŘ-the-clock safety and maintenance services, tackling an 

average of nine times their typical workload to ensure Downtown San Diego remained at its best on 

behalf of the 11,000 property owners it represents. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻƳƛŎ-Con, Clean & Safe Ambassadors: 

¶ Removed 25 tons of trash (about two times more than average) 

¶ Pulled 6,720 bags of trash (about seven times more than average) 

¶ Removed graffiti 1,035 times (about five times more than average) 

¶ Picked up 25,310 flyers, posters and stickers (about 22 times more than average) 

To put it in perspective, the Clean and & Safe team generally removes 13 tons of trash and collects 930 

bags of trash during a five-day period. Clean & Safe also removes graffiti 190 times and gets rid of 1,150 

flyers, stickers and posters during a typical five-day period. 

On behalf of the Downtown Partnership, I am thrilled to be able to share all of this news with the 

Downtown community. Our organization works tirelessly to make Downtown San Diego a vibrant, 

exciting, safe, and enjoyable place ς not just in the summertime, but all year long.  

τKris Michell is the president and CEO of the Downtown San Diego Partnership, a non-profit, member-

based organization that serves as the leading advocate for the revitalization and economic health of 

Downtown. To learn more about the Downtown Partnership and the Clean & Safe program, visit 

downtownsandiego.org. 
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ΨCw95ΩΥ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ CǊŜŜ {ƘǳǘǘƭŜ 

Launching Tuesday 

By Roger Showley | August 8, 201g  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2016/aug/08/downtown-shuttle-free/ 

If getting around downtown bums you out, call FRED. 

The ad-funded free ride-hailing service, Free Ride Everywhere Downtown, will launch at 11:30 a.m., 

Tuesday led by Mayor Kevin Faulconer at Horton Plaza Park. 

Operated by New York-based Free Ride, the all-electric, open-air vehicles will cruise downtown from 7 

a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays and later on weekends. 

You can either stand at a corner and wave down one of the distinctive blue, five-passenger cars or 

download an app via the company website, thefreeride.com/fred, and request a driver. The goal is to 

pick you up within eight minutes τ and alleviate the anxiety of finding a parking place. 

Free Ride, which operates in 10 cities in four states, had already been serving downtown with five 

vehicles. It was chosen from a variety of applicants to run a shuttle system sought by Civic San Diego, 

ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΦ The Downtown San Diego Partnership business group also 

has been involved. 

ά{ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǎŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CǊŜŜ wƛŘŜ Ŏƻ-founder 

WŀƳŜǎ aƛǊǊŀǎΦ ά²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ 

Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ΦΦΦ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŎŀƴΦέ 

CivicSD set aside $500,000 initially from downtown parking meter revenue to cover $200,000 for 10 new 

vehicles and $300,000 in storage, charging stations and start-up personnel costs. Up to $2 million over 

five years has been earmarked for the program with the possibility of more if needed. 

The downtown parking district gets nearly $2 million annually from its share of parking meters to spend 

on various construction and maintenance projects. 

Mirras said 15 drivers have been hired so far. They will earn $14.66 per hour, including benefits, in 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴg wage ordinance. The company covers its costs and makes a profit by 

selling advertising on the inside and outside of each vehicle. 

Gary Smith, president of the Downtown Residents Group and a member of the downtown parking 

district board, said the service will primarily serve residents, workers and visitors who can leave their 

cars for the day or night and use the shuttle for short trips. 

He guessed that car trips within downtown may drop as much as 25 percent over the next five years if 

the shuttle is successful. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/news/2016/aug/08/downtown-shuttle-free/
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Free Shuttle System to Launch in 

Downtown San Diego 

By: Monica Garske | August 9, 2016 

 

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Free-Shuttle-System-to-Launch-in-Downtown-San-Diego-FRED-

389615062.html  

City leaders will announce the launch Tuesday of a free shuttle system for downtown San Diego, which 

will, at first, consist of 15 five-person electric vehicles. 

The program ς ŘǳōōŜŘ άCǊŜŜ wƛŘŜ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴέ ƻǊ άCw95έ ς is aimed at providing more 

efficient and sustainable transit options in the busy downtown area. The five-passenger electric vehicles 

in the FRED fleet will make short trips within downtown neighborhoods. That fleet is expected to grow 

to 20 vehicles within the first year of the program. 

The program, according to the City of San Diego, will initially be funded by downtown parking meter 

revenues and is a collaborative project from Civic San Diego and the Downtown San Diego Partnership. 

San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer will discuss FRED in detail at a news conference Tuesday morning, 

accompanied by Civic San Diego president Reese A. Jarrett and Kris Michell, president and CEO of the 

Downtown San Diego Partnership. 

Fittingly, the mayor, Jarrett and Michell are expected to arrive at the news conference in FRED vehicles. 

The City of San Diego said this shuttle program is the first of its size in a major metropolitan city. 

Check back for details and updates on this story later today. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Free-Shuttle-System-to-Launch-in-Downtown-San-Diego-FRED-389615062.html
http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/Free-Shuttle-System-to-Launch-in-Downtown-San-Diego-FRED-389615062.html


13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downtown San Diego Partnership, Civic San Diego Team Up to Launch 

Downtown Circulator Program 

Press Conference | Tuesday, August 9, 2016 

 

 

To provide more efficient and sustainable transit options in San Diego, Mayor Kevin L. 

Faulconer, Civic San Diego and the Downtown San Diego Partnership announced the launch of 

ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ άCǊŜŜ wƛŘŜ 9ǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴέ ƻǊ άCw95έ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻn to the mix of available ways to 

ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΣέ ǎŀƛŘ YǊƛǎ aƛŎƘŜƭƭΣ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

ά5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƛƪŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ 

service will only add to the quality of life that makes our urban center a dynamic place to live, 

ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅΦέ 
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4th Annual We Care & Give Back Week of Service 

August 12, 2016 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ABC10News/videos/1195077077201439/  

!ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ LƴǘǳƛǘΩǎ пth annual We Care & Give Back Week of service, the Intuit team joined the Downtown 

Partnership and the Padres Volunteer team to paint lamp posts and trash cans around Downtown.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ABC10News/videos/1195077077201439/


15 
 

 

 

Taste of Downtown on September 15th, from 5:00 p.m.  to 9:00 p.m. 
August 15, 2016 

 

https://fb101.com/2016/08/taste-downtown-september-15th-2016/  
 

Downtown San Diego is fast becoming known for its incredible food, bustling nightlife, and diverse 
culture. With so many options for your next meal out, it can be daunting to pick just one ς but on 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрǘƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ рΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ǘƻ фΥлл ǇΦƳΦΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻΗ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΣ 
sponsored by Makers Quarter, offers you the chance to sample bites from 40 different restaurants 
throughout the Gaslamp Quarter, East Village, and the Downtown Core.  For those 21 and up, Blue Chair 
Bay Rum will be shaking up cocktails at several restaurants to accompany their tasty offerings. Please 
visit DowntownSanDiego.org for a list of participating restaurants! 
For just $30 in advance (and $35 day-of), you are invited to Find Your Tasty Moment with friends, family, 
and loved ones as you experience first-hand why Downtown San Diego is known for its scrumptious food 
offerings! Taste your way through tried-and-ǘǊǳŜ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜn meaning to 
try with no commitment to one restaurant or menu. 
Current Participating Restaurants (New restaurants added daily on downtownsandiego.org): 
 
GASLAMP 

ŧBlush Ice Bar 

ŧCoyote Ugly 

ŧDon Chido 

ŧLe Parfait 

ŧLotus Thai Downtown 

ŧRockin Baja Lobster 

ŧRustic Root 

ŧSearsucker 

ŧThe Field Irish Pub 

ŧThe Local 

ŧTin Roof 

ŧWhiskey Girl 
  
EAST VILLAGE 

ŧBlind Burro 

ŧ.ǳōΩǎ Ϫ ǘƘŜ .ŀƭƭǇŀǊƪ 

ŧChillBox 

ŧCute Cakes 

ŧKnotty Barrel 

ŧThe Deck at Moonshine 
Flats 
 
CORE 

ŧDonut Bar 

ŧSixth Avenue Bistro 

ŧTender Greens 
 
HEADQUARTERS 

ŧSeasons 52

Get your tickets early to Taste of Downtown ς ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǎƘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ōƛǘŜΗ CƻǊ 
more information or to purchase tickets, please visit www.downtownsandiego.org or call McFarlane 
Promotions, Inc. directly at 619.233.5008. Proceeds benefit the Downtown San Diego Partnership, a 
non-ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ-class urban center. 
ABOUT DOWNTOWN SAN DIEGO PARTNERSHIP: The Downtown San Diego Partnership is a non-profit, 
member-based organization that serves as the leading advocate for the revitalization and economic 
health of Downtown San Diego. To learn more about the Downtown Partnership, visit 
www.downtownsandiego.org. 
!.h¦¢ a!Y9w{ v¦!w¢9wΥ aŀƪŜǊǎ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
distinguished by its creative ethos, local artists and makers. Home to the popular outdoor community 
venues, SILO and SMARTS Farm, and lŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Cŀō[ŀō {ŀƴ 
Diego, Urban Discovery Academy, and Fuse Integration. Makers Quarter offers a creative environment 
that inspires entrepreneurs to challenge convention and achieve new heights. www.makersquarter.com 

https://fb101.com/2016/08/taste-downtown-september-15th-2016/
http://www.downtownsandiego.org/
http://www.makersquarter.com/
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Gentrifying East Village Is Also Seeing a Large Spike in Homelessness 

By Lisa Halverstadt | August 16, 2016 

 

http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/all-narratives/homelessness/gentrifying-east-village-is-also-seeing-a-large-spike-

in-homelessness/ 

Dozens of tents and packed shopping carts line sidewalks and underpasses in gentrifying East Village. 

Homeless men and women, some of who have lived here for years and others more recently, gather for 

impromptu meals and overnight encampments. 

Meanwhile, residents with often new condos and businesses look on, overwhelmed and unsure what to 

do. Many of them are new to the neighborhood, too. 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ 

Street homelessness is up countywide but the problem is growing at a particularly rapid clip here. The 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƛƪŜŘ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ул ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ς from about 480 to more than 865 ς 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƳƻƴǘƘƭy count. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 

years ς ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎǘǊƛǇǇƛƴƎ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǊŜƴŘǎΦ 

http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/all-narratives/homelessness/gentrifying-east-village-is-also-seeing-a-large-spike-in-homelessness/
http://www.voiceofsandiego.org/all-narratives/homelessness/gentrifying-east-village-is-also-seeing-a-large-spike-in-homelessness/
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Local leaders and nonprofits that serve the homeless are reluctant to point to any single reason for the 

ǳǇǎǳǊƎŜ ƛƴ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

say there are likely a number of reasons ς everything from a dearth of affordable housing to stagnant 

wages and much more. 

Tent cities are increasingly popping up, along with residential towers and new businesses. 

The tent cities are emerging under overpasses like this one. 

¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ bŜƛƭ DƻƻŘ 5ŀȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƴŜŀǊōȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ WƻŜΩǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ 

where homeless folks can get their mail and access other services. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎƘƛŦǘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŜǾŜƴ ƭƻƴƎǘƛƳŜ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ 

services workers like Bernie Miles. 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘǎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǎǇƻǘΣΩέ ǎŀƛŘ aƛƭŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 

try to connect downtown homeless folks with services at North Park-based Episcopal Community 

Services. 

Those tent cities could be helping fuel what appears to be a massive uptick in homelessness on East 

Village streets. Groups like the Downtown San Diego Partnership count each tent as housing two people 

when they tabulate the number of homeless downtown. 




